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Submission Form

Introduction

The California Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools is an effort to enlist support of education, business, law, veterans, labor, parents, and service groups around the state to promote civic education in California’s public schools consistent with the recommendations in the Carnegie/CIRCLE Civic Mission of Schools report.

The Resource Directory for California Schools is designed to provide administrators, teachers, students, and community members with resources to implement each of the six promising approaches to civic education outlined in the Civic Mission of Schools report. 

We invite your organization to submit resources that support the goals of the Civic Mission of Schools report. Each submission will be reviewed for consideration.  Your contribution to this vital resource will allow you to:

•  Showcase your civic-education projects and programs that you and your students are proud of that support the Civic Mission of Schools.

•  Network with other California educators, students, schools, organizations, and communities.

•  Become a vital part of CMS’s state and national efforts to improve civic education in California. 

Thank you for your contribution to this important resource. The directory is located at: cms-ca.org 

If you have questions about the submission process, please contact Keri Doggett, Sr. Program Director at CRF, (213) 316-2115 or keri@crf-usa.org.

Please complete a separate entry for each resource to be considered in the resource directory and send by email to:
CMS Resource Directory
cmsresources@crf-usa.org
[image: image3.jpg]Center for Civic Education





About the Resource Directory

The California Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools Resource Directory for California Schools is designed to provide K-12 schools with resources to support the goals of civic education and implement the “Six Promising Approaches to Civic Education” outlined in the Carnegie/CIRCLE Civic Mission of Schools report.  

All resources in this directory will be categorized according to (1) Grade Level (primary, intermediate, middle school, and high school), (2) CMS Promising Approaches and (3) by format (Curricular Materials/Programs, Literature, or Organizations).  If you wish to categorize your resource by CMS Promising Approaches, we have listed them below.
CMS Goals of Civic Education

We must prepare all of America’s young people to be competent and responsible citizens.

Citizens who:

1.
are informed and thoughtful and have a knowledge of history and how American democracy works.

2.
participate in their communities and work with others to address cultural, social, and political issues.

3.
act politically by having the skills, knowledge and commitment to accomplish public purposes.
4.
 are socially  responsible, tolerant, and believe in the capacity to make a difference.

Six Promising Approaches to Civic Education

#1:   Provide instruction in government, history, law, and democracy. Formal instruction in U.S. government, history, and democracy increases civic knowledge.  This is a valuable goal in itself and may also contribute to young people’s tendency to engage in civic and political activities over the long-term.  However, schools should avoid teaching only rote facts about dry procedures, which is unlikely to benefit students and may actually alienate them from politics.

#2:   Incorporate discussion of current local, national, and international issues and events into the classroom, particularly those that young people view as important to their lives.  When young people have opportunities to discuss current issues in a classroom setting, they tend to have greater interest in politics, improved critical thinking and communication skills, more civic knowledge, and more interest in discussing public affairs out of school.  Conversations, however, should be carefully moderated so that students feel welcome to speak from a variety of perspectives.  Teachers need support in broaching controversial issues in classrooms since they may risk criticism or sanctions if they do so.

#3:   Design and implement programs that provide students with the opportunity to apply what they learn through performing community service that is linked to the formal curriculum and classroom instruction.  Service programs are now common in K-12 schools.  The ones that best develop engaged citizens are linked to the curriculum; consciously pursue civic outcomes, rather than seek only to improve a role in choosing and designing their projects; provide students with opportunities to reflect on the service work; allow students – especially older ones – to pursue political responses to problems consistent with laws that require public schools to be nonpartisan; and see service-learning as part of a broader philosophy toward education, not just a program that is adopted for a finite period in a particular course.

#4:  Offer extracurricular activities that provide opportunities for young people to get involved in their schools or communities.  Long term studies of Americans show that those who participate in extracurricular activities in high school remain more civically engaged than their contemporaries even decades later.  Thus, everyone should have opportunities to join high school groups, and such participation should be valued.

#5:  Encourage student participation in school governance.  A long tradition of research suggests that giving students more opportunities to participate in the management of their own classrooms and schools builds their civic skills and attitudes.  Thus, giving students a voice in school governance is a promising way to encourage all young people to engage civically.

#6: Encourage students’ participation in simulations of democratic processes and procedures.  Recent evidence indicates that simulations of voting, trials, legislative deliberation, and diplomacy in schools can lead to heightened political knowledge and interest.  The data are not conclusive, but these approaches show promise and should be considered when developing programs and curriculum.
[Note: This submission form is published in MS Word and is protected. You will only be able to enter text in the shaded areas and check the boxes. The On-Line Resource Directory will not be able to accommodate attachments, but feel free to add links to your website.]

Name of Resource:      
Type of Resource 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Literature (e.g. research, journal articles, newsletters)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Curriculum Materials or Program
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School or District Demonstration Site
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support Provider (e.g. community-based organizations, resource experts, after-school groups, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Grade Level(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-3     FORMCHECKBOX 
 4-5     FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8     FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12
Abstract : (Describe your resource in 25 words or less.)
     
Promising Approaches: If applicable, please indicate the number(s) of the Promising Approach(es) that best address your resource: 
	Six Promising Approaches to Civic Education:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#1: Classroom instruction in government, history, law, and democracy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#2: Discussion of current issues  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#3: Service-learning linked to formal curriculum and classroom instruction  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#4: Extracurricular activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#5: Student voice in school governance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#6: Student simulations of democratic processes and procedures


	


Description of your resource, including expected outcomes and how the resource supports CMS goals and objectives. (125 words or less. Please spell out acronyms.):

     


California Academic Content Standard(s) addressed, if applicable:
(For Example: California History-Social Science Standards 12.2, 12.4; CA English-Language Arts standards, persuasive writing and speaking/listening strategies in the elementary grades.)  California standards: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/  Compilation of national standards: http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/  


Measurable Evidence (to support the use of your resource) 

Category

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informal Surveys
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research-based w/outside evaluator
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anecdotal Evidence
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Narrative Description of Evidence (75 words or less):

     

Organization/Agency Name:      
Organization/Agency:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governmental    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For-Profit    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-profit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School or LEA

Type of Organization/Agency:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advocacy  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth Serving  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Voting  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
The mission statement/goals of your organization (50 words or less):

     
Mailing Address:      
Contact Person:      
Title:      
Fax Number:      
Website Address:
      
Phone Number:      
E-mail address:      
Please complete a separate entry for each resource to be considered for the resource directory and send by email to:

CMS Resource Directory
cmsresources@crf-usa.org
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