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Name of Resource: Choices for the 21st Century
Type of Resource 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Literature (e.g. research, journal articles, newsletters)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Curriculum Materials or Program
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School or District Demonstration Site
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support Provider (e.g. community-based organizations, resource experts, after-school groups, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Grade Level(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-3     FORMCHECKBOX 
 4-5     FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8     FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12
Abstract : (Describe your resource in 25 words or less.)
Choices Program develops student-centered curriculum resources that make connections between historical events and contemporary issues and engage students in deliberation on contested international issues. 
Promising Approaches: If applicable, please indicate the number(s) of the Promising Approach(es) that best address your resource: 
	Six Promising Approaches to Civic Education:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#1: Classroom instruction in government, history, law, and democracy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#2: Discussion of current issues  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#3: Service-learning linked to formal curriculum and classroom instruction  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#4: Extracurricular activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#5: Student voice in school governance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#6: Student simulations of democratic processes and procedures


	


Description of your resource, including expected outcomes and how the resource supports CMS goals and objectives. (125 words or less. Please spell out acronyms.):

Choices resources engage students in study and deliberation on international issues. When studying a current policy dilemma, they weigh different assumptions about the goals of U.S. foreign policy and the nature of international relations. When studying a historical turning point, students examine options that were considered at the time. Each option includes primary sources from the period. HIstorical topics are selected for their relevance to policy issues today. To better understand and analyze the options presented, students work in small groups to plan presentations, participate in role plays, and deliberate together about the merits and shortcomings of alternative policies. Students are ultimately ultimately expected to articulate their own views. 


California Academic Content Standard(s) addressed, if applicable:
(For Example: California History-Social Science Standards 12.2, 12.4; CA English-Language Arts standards, persuasive writing and speaking/listening strategies in the elementary grades.)  California standards: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/  Compilation of national standards: http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/  


California History-Social Science Standards 8.2, 8.5, 10.4, 10.5, 10.6, 10.7, 10.8, 10.9, 10.10, 11.1, 11.4, 11.7, 11.9, 12.6 [See www.choices.edu/state_standards.cfm for details.]



Measurable Evidence (to support the use of your resource) 

Category

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informal Surveys
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research-based w/outside evaluator
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anecdotal Evidence
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Narrative Description of Evidence (75 words or less):

1) A 1993 evaluation demonstrated a statistically significant increase in students’ ability to understand multiple perspectives and apply these skills to other issues. It also demonstrated that Choices methodology improves students’ acquisition of historical and current facts.

2) An independent research team at the University of Wisconsin-Madison is currently investigating classroom deliberation on public policy as a methodology to increase civic engagement. The Choices Program is a centerpiece of this research.


Organization/Agency Name: Choices Program — Brown University
Organization/Agency:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governmental    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For-Profit    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-profit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School or LEA

Type of Organization/Agency:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advocacy  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth Serving  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Voting  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: Education
The mission statement/goals of your organization (50 words or less):

Choices for the 21st Century is an educational program of Brown University’s Watson Institute for International Studies. Through its curricular resources, professional development programs, and special projects, Choices teaches the skills and habits of informed civic engagement while it engages secondary level student in substantive consideration of international issues. 
Mailing Address: Choices Program, Watson Institute

Brown University, Box 1948

Providence, RI 02912

Contact Person: Susan Graseck
Title: Director
Fax Number: 401-863-1247
Website Address:
 www.choices.edu
Phone Number: 401-863-3155
E-mail address: susan_graseck@brown.edu

























